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Effect of Salicylic Acid on Vegetative and Physiological Parameters of
Bitter Almond Seedlings under NaCl Stress
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Tablel. Some physical and chemical properties of the soil used in this experiment.

il Sy Jals s &a S culas el e
Texture gt ol Lime EC. K P
pH CEC (dsm’) (mg kg'soil)  (mg kg soil)
S 7.6 13.5 0.84 3.4 55 48
Loam-sandy

Reactive Oxygen Species -
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Table 2. Influence of salicylic acid, salinity and their interaction on shoot and root growth
characteristics of almond seedlings.

el Sabicalles
Salicylic acid (mM)
&l
e 2K 0 0.5 1.0 oSl
NaCl (mM) Mean
aolwald 55 000
Shoot fresh weight (g)
0 7.18 d-f 11.30bc 14.86a 11.11A
40 7.61 def 11.50b 9.54bed 9.54B
80 5.96 f 8.89c-¢ 6.42 ef 7.09C
- &l
oSk 691B 10.57A 10.27A
Mean
ooluals S o35
Shoot dry weight (g)
0 6.82bc 6.92bc 845a 740A
40 422¢ 6.95bc 7.30ab 6.15B
80 4.75de 5.70cd 412e 4.85C
2 Eile
oSk 5.26B 6.52A 6.62A
Mean
L TRISVINEY
Root fresh weight (g)
0 15.77de 20.27b 17.70 cd 1791 A
40 14.80 ¢ 16.22 de 2442 a 1843 A
80 11.82f 18.62bc 16.65 cde 14.13B
&l
oSk 14.13B 18.37A 19.59A
Mean
i,y SEA Gy
Root dry weight (g)
0 7.60c 9.27 abc 10.77 a 921A
40 10.9a-c 9.90 ab 9.02 abc 9.34A
80 8.10bc 10.27 ab 7.50¢ 8.62A
. ~LLO
&S 8.26B 9.81 A 9.10AB
Mean

+ In each column and row, means followed by the same capital letters and small letters are not
significantly different at 5% level of probability using LSD test.
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Table 3. Influence of salicylic acid, salinity and their interaction on physiological characteristics of
almond seedlings.

el Sabicandlos
Salicylic acid (mM)
il
e 8 0 0.5 1.0 oSl
NaCl (mM) Mean

Y YRU-A VSN

Leaf electrolyte leakage (%)

0 52 cdf 44.90d 58.15bcd 51.69C
40 67.14b 64.24bc 58.36 bed 63.25B
80 60.53 bed 85.54a 87.16a 77.74 A
oSk 59.89 A 64.89 A 67.89 A
Mean

Sop (g Sysby duo 9
Relative water content (%)

0 83.85a 85.17a 90.20a 86.40 A
40 70.10b 72.17b 71.50b 71.25B
80 65.50bc 59.27¢ 82.02a 68.93B
Sl 73.15B 72.20B 81.24 A
Mean
Lo by K il
Relative leaf chlorophyll (%)
0 25.30e 27.67 cde 29.60 b-e 27.52B
40 33.35b 32.90bc 4747a 37.90 A
80 26.52de 2595¢ 31.60 bed 30.38B
oSl 28.39B 28.84B 36.22 A
Mean
Ol
Proline (ug” F.w.)
0 0.28a 0.12bc 0.07¢ 0.16B
40 0.18b 0.13b 0.17b 0.16B
80 0.17b 0.28a 0.15b 0.20A
CSkee 021 A 0.18A 0.13B
Mean
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+ In each column and row, means followed by the same capital letters and small letters are not
significantly different at 5% level of probability using LSD test.
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Table 4. Correlations between characteristics of almond seedlings under salt stress.

17 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1 1 0.76" 0.068™ 0.364" -0.340" 0.383" 0.057  0.515"
2 - 1 0.071™ 0.262™ -0.513" 0.402" 0.124™  -0.232™
3 - - 1 0.730" 0.267" -0.358" 0.522™  0.035™
4 - - - 1 0.235™ -0.287" 0.423™  0.014™
5 - - - - 1 -0.375" -0.004™  0.212™
6 - - - - - 1 0.003  -0.378"
7 - - - - - - 1 -0.267™
8 - - - - - - - 1

+ 1- shoot fresh weight 2- shoot dry weight 3- root fresh weight 4- root dry weight 5- leaf electrolyte
leakage 6- relative water content 7- relative leaf chlorophyll 8- leaf proline content.”, “ and ™ are
significant at 0.01, significant at 0.05 and non-significant, respectively.
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Effect of Salicylic Acid on Vegetative and Physiological Parameters of
Bitter Almond Seedlings under NaCl Stress

A. Amiri and B. Baninasab"!

Almond trees have been grown in Iran for many years. Despite almond has been classified
as salt semi-tolerant plant, poor quality of irrigation water in association with salt has reduced
the yields of almond over recent years. Salicylic acid (SA) is responsible for inducing
tolerance to a number of biotic and abiotic stresses. Thas, an experiment was conducted to
study the effect of SA on salinity stress alleviation of bitter almond seedling. The experiment
was set up as factorial experiment in completely randomized design with two factors
including NaCl concentration (0, 40 or 80 mM) and SA at three levels (0, 0.5 or I mM). The
results showed that salt stress decreased some vegetative growth parameters and relative
water content and increased ion leakage and leaf proline content in almond seedlings.
Application of SA improved vegetative growth parameters, decreased proline concentration,
increased water relative content and leaf chlorophyll index. Improved stress indexes in SA-
treated seedlings showed that applied of SA ameliorated the adverse effects of injury caused
by salt stress.

Key Words: Almond, Salicylic acid, Salinity, Vegetative parameters, Physiological
parameters.
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