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Table 1. Analysis of variance (mean square) effect of chitosan and seaweed foliar application on some
morphophysiological characteristics of Thymus vulgaris L.
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*, ** and ns are significant at 5% and 1% probability level and non-significant, respectively
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Table 2. Mean comparison of the interaction effect of foliar application of chitosan and seaweed on some
morphophysiological traits of Thymus vulgaris L.
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In each column, numbers with the same letter do not have a significant difference at the 5% probability level of Duncan's
test.
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Fig. 1. Mean comparison of simple effect foliar application of (a) seaweed fertilizer and (b) chitosan on aerial part

fresh weight of Thymus vulgaris L. (In each column, numbers with the same letter do not have a significant
difference at the 5% probability level of Duncan's test.)
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Fig. 2. Mean comparison of simple effect foliar application of chitosan on aerial part dry weight of Thymus

vulgaris L. (In each column, numbers with the same letter do not have a significant difference at the 5%
probability level of Duncan's test.).
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Fig. 3. Mean comparison of simple effect foliar application of (a) seaweed fertilizer and (b) chitosan on biological
yield of Thymus vulgaris L. (In each column, numbers with the same letter do not have a significant difference at
the 5% probability level of Duncan's test.)
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Table 3. Analysis of variance (mean square) effect of chitosan and seaweed foliar application on some
phytochemical traits of Thymus vulgaris L.
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*,** and ns are significant at 5% and 1% probability level and non-significant, respectively
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Fig. 4. Mean comparison of the interaction effect of foliar application of chitosan and seaweed on carotenoid

content of Thymus vulgaris L.(In each column, numbers with the same letter do not have a significant difference
at the 5% probability level of Duncan's test.)
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Fig. 5. Mean comparison of simple effect foliar application of chitosan on total phenol content of Thymus vulgaris
L. (Ineach column, numbers with the same letter do not have a significant difference at the 5% probability
level of Duncan's test.)
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Fig. 6. Mean comparison of the interaction effect of foliar application of chitosan and seaweed on total flavonoid
content of Thymus vulgaris L. (In each column, numbers with the same letter do not have a significant difference
at the 5% probability level of Duncan's test.).
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Nowadays, one of the environmentally friendly methods to increase the biosynthesis of
secondary metabolites in medicinal plants is the use of biological elicitors. For this reason, the
present study was conducted to investigate the effect of chitosan and seaweed biofertilizers on
the quantitative and qualitative traits of garden thyme. This experiment was factorial in the
form of a randomized complete block design with two factors: chitosan liquid fertilizer (0, 3,
6 and 9 mlI?t) and seaweed extract (0, 2.5, 5 and 10 ml.I*) was performed with three
replications. The results showed that all the experimental treatments caused a significant
increase in the studied traits; So that the highest amount of plant height, photosynthetic
pigments and carotenoid were obtained with the simultaneous application of 6 ml.I"2 of chitosan
and 10 mlI* of seaweed. Also, the application of the highest level of fertilizer (9 ml.I*t of
chitosan and 10 ml.I"! of seaweed) resulted in the production of the largest diameter of the main
stem (1.67 times the control), fresh and dry weight of aerial parts (98% increase compared to
control), biological yield, total phenol (75% increase compared to control), and total flavonoid
(3.81 mg of quercetin per gram of dry weight). The maximum production of essential oil in
garden thyme was also observed as a result of foliar spraying of 3 ml.I"! of chitosan along with
10 ml.It of seaweed, which was about 3.25 times higher than the control. Therefore, the use of
biofertilizers can be an effective way to improve the quantity and quality of garden thyme, as
well as preserve the environment and increase the food and medicinal safety of plants due to
the reduction in the use of chemical fertilizers.

Keywords: Essential oil, Elicitor, Photosynthesis, Flavonoid, Biofertilizers.
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